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“Helping people help the land.”

NRCS offers technical and financial assistance 
for voluntary conservation
Technical assistance is provided through an on-site 

assessment with the landowner to determine goals 
and objectives, and it could include:
 Develop pollinator habitat

 Improve forest health

 Controlling soil erosion

Financial assistance is provided through Farm Bill 
Programs, and could include:
 The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

 The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)



NRCS Technical Assistance



NRCS Technical Assistance

Conservation Planning
 Site visit with you to identify 

problems and determine your 
objectives

 NRCS develops a range of 
practice options that treat the 
problem and meet your 
objectives

 NRCS develops a conservation 
plan based on what you 
decide to do



Pollinator Habitat

Location
Extent
Native vs. Introduced
Pollinators it benefits



Pollinator Habitat

Location
Whole fields



Pollinator Habitat

Location
Portions of fields



Pollinator Habitat

Native species



Pollinator Habitat

Introduced Species



Pollinator Habitat

Native pollinators



Pollinator Habitat

Honey Bees



Rusty Backed Bumblebee

Duluth News Tribune
Wednesday, January 11, 2017
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Rusty Backed Bumblebee

Duluth News Tribune
Wednesday, January 11, 2017
“Bumblebee declared endangered”

Native pollinator in Minnesota and Wisconsin
 First native bee in the continental U.S. to be placed 

on the endangered species list



Rusty Backed Bumblebee



Forest Health

Overstocking
Disease and insect damage
Fire hazard
Wildlife Habitat



Forest Health Post-Thinning

 Forest Stand Improvement

Pre-Thinning



Forest Health
 Reduce Fire Hazard
Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment



Forest Health

Wildlife Habitat



High Tunnel

 Sometimes called a hoop house
 Enclosed polyethylene, polycarbonate, 

plastic, or fabric covered structure
 Used to cover and protect crops from sun, 

wind excessive rainfall, or cold, to extend 
the growing season in an environmentally 
safe manner

 Crops are grown in the natural soil profile 
not in containers or hydroponics

 Single layer of cover vs double layer used in 
a greenhouse



High Tunnel – Gothic Style
GOTHIC
 Better Solar Gain, more 

heat
 Sheds snow load better
 Straight Sidewalls give 

more workable space
 Better ventilation
 No drip line



High Tunnel – Round Style

ROUND/QUANSET
 Geometrically strong shape
 Often less expensive
 Easier to build without a kit



Benefits of a high tunnel
 Extend growing season

 Extra 3-4 weeks on each 
end of growing season

 Controlled environment
 Protection from heavy rain 

and wind

https://milkweedfarm.wordpress.com/

http://www.johnnyseeds.com/



Crops

www.extension.umn.edu www.extension.umn.edu

RASPBERRIESVEGETABLE CROPS



Crops

YEAR 1

YEAR 2



Crops

FRUT TREES FOR GRAFTING

TOMATOES



Other cool stuff…

 Gutters to catch 
rainfall runoff and 
use to irrigate



https://nofanycatskillhudson.files.wordpress.com Cover crop 
planted after 
vegetable 
harvest

 Chickens!

Other cool stuff…



Challenge: Insects and Disease
 Mold, blight, mildew, cankers, wilt

 Whitefly, aphids, flea beetle, grasshoppers, army worm, slugs

http://articles.extension.org/



Wind

High Tunnel Challenges



Snow
High Tunnel Challenges

www.ces.ncsu.edu



 Apply for financial assistance to 
implement a practice or practices in 
your conservation plan

 Work with the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) to ensure you have a Farm and 
Tract Number

 Eligibility forms
 Compliance – Highly Erodible Land 

and Wetland Conservation

 Adjusted Gross Income

 Application form – CPA-1200

 Applications are accepted on a 
continuous basis



Producer eligibility-Applicant must:
Establish USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Records

Farm and Tract number

Provide tax identification number that will be 
associated with the application and contract.

Be an agricultural producer
Person
Legal entity
Indian Tribe
Joint Operation



Have control of the land for the term of the 
proposed contract period

Be within payment limitation requirements
Each contract is limited to no more than $450,000

Be in compliance with
Highly erodible land and wetland conservation 

compliance provisions 
Adjustable Gross Income (AGI) requirements



Land Eligibility Requirements
 Be agricultural land, nonindustrial private forest land, 

Tribal land or other on land which agricultural products, 
livestock, or forest-related products are produced

 Participant provides written permission from the 
landowner to allow implementation of structural or 
vegetative practices, if necessary

 Planned practices will address an identified natural 
resource concern 



NRCS will rank applications according to:
According to local resource concerns
Amount of conservation benefits

Highest ranking applications are selected for 
funding.



 If you’re selected, you can choose whether to sign the 
contract.

 The contract contains a Schedule of Operations, which 
designates the practice installation timeline.

 Install practices according to NRCS standards and 
specifications.

Once the work is implemented and inspected complete 
a payment request to receive financial assistance.





Get help and access your information 
online using Client Gateway



Get help and access your information 
online using Client Gateway

Conservation Client Gateway enables you to:
 Request conservation technical assistance
 Apply for financial assistance through Farm Bill’s conservation 

programs
 Review and sign conservation plans and other documents
 Document completed practices and request practice certification
 Store and retrieve your conservation files, including documents 

and photograph
 NRCS staff will still be available in field offices to work with you 

face-to-face



Conservation Assistance: Questions?

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
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